
WHAT LIFE IS LIKE

STATISTICS
There are a minimum of 10,000 

Rohingya refugees living in the United 
States. Although the exact numbers are 

difficult to calculateȡ large grouƎs of 
Rohingya families are located in a few 
Şaŏor cities. ~ne of the largest grouƎs 

can be found in Chicago, IL, where 
aƎƎroǊiŞately ǪǦǦ faŞilies reside near 

the Rohingya Cultural Centre that 
oƎened in ǨǦǧǬ. qilwauŒeeȡ ØTȡ is the 
home to a large community of Karen 
minority Rohingya. Over 300 families 

are reƎorted to live in �tlantaȡ H�ȡ and 
'allasȡ ¹Ý. ~ther Œnown locations of 
sŞall ¤ohingya ƎoƎulations include 

¡hoeniǊȡ �èȡ and ¬eattleȡ Ø�. 

Heron is a middle school student who has lived in the United States with a foster 
faŞily since ǨǦǧǭ. He often thinŒs aċout his Ǝarents in qyanŞarȡ who Ǝlaced hiŞ 
on a ċoat to escaƎe in hoƎes they would one day ŏoin hiŞ in the À¬�. 

Heron often wishes he was older with the financial aċility to ensure his faŞily in 
qyanŞar could afford shelterȡ foodȡ and safety.  urrentlyȡ he is worŒing hard to 
learn /nglish and ŞaŒe friends. Heron feels traƎƎed and isolatedȡ and his Ǝeers 
donɄt understand why his faŞily is seƎarated.

HOW IS THE LOCAL
CHURCH RESPONDING?

qany churches have Ǝartnered with overseas organiǕations to Ǝrovide relief aċroad. 
Howeverȡ awareness of the ¤ohingya in the À¬� is lacŒing. Tn additionȡ there are 
coŞŞunication challenges in reaching out to ¤ohingya ƎeoƎle and helƎing theŞ in 
a holistic way. The local church is still learning about the Rohingya in the USA and 
how to serve them. 

01 ENGLISH  Øithout the aċility to sƎeaŒ /nglishȡ iŞƎortant tasŒs such as 
enrolling their children in school can feel iŞƎossiċle. ¹here are very few resources or 
organiǕations to aid in the integration of refugee faŞilies.  

02 THE HIGH COST OF LIVING  The high cost of living, including the need for 
housing and transƎortation is a challenge to Şany.   

03 EMPLOYMENT  qany ¤ohingya hold teŞƎorary or low sŒilled eŞƎloyŞentȡ 
leaving them and their families vulnerable in a changing economy

04 SUPPORT SERVICES  qany ¤ohingya do not access any suƎƎort services. 
¹here is a lacŒ of researchȡ Œnowledgeȡ and coŞŞunication of the needs of the 
¤ohingya ƎoƎulations with relief organiǕations and local churches. 

05 ISOLATION AND LONELINESS   There is isolation and loneliness that comes 
with living in a new countryȡ without Œnowing the language. ¹yƎicallyȡ eǊtended or 
immediate family members are unable to join their relatives in the USA.HOW CAN WE PRAY?

ȟ ¡ray for awareness to ċe sƎreadȡ that 
the church and believers in the United 
¬tates would find ways to reach their 
local ¤ohingya ƎoƎulations with the 
gosƎel.

ȟ ¡ray for the organiǕations laċoring to 
reach the ¤ohingya ƎoƎulations to 
continue to have the resources and 
worŒers availaċle to serve faŞilies.

• Pray for the education of Rohingya 
children to overcome obstacles and 
receive the assistance they need to 
become successful students. 

• Pray for the Rohingya that are 
interested in having a relationshiƎ with 
Christ to overcome the fear and 
challenges of being distanced from their 
qusliŞ coŞŞunity

• Pray that the Rohingya believers 
would be strengthened by the Holy 
¬Ǝirit to share with other faŞily 
members and those in their 
communities.
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