
WHAT LIFE IS LIKE

STATISTICS
Since August 2017, more than 700,000 
¤ohingya have fled froŞ qyanŞar to 
�angladesh. Tn totalȡ there are at least 

ǧ.Ǩ Şillion ¤ohingya confined to what is 
the largestȡ Şost densely ƎoƎulated 

refugee caŞƎ in the world. ~ver half of 
these are under ǧǮ years old. ¹here is 

currently no viaċle oƎtion for the 
¤ohingya to return to qyanŞar. Tn 

qarch ǨǦǧǯȡ �angladesh announced it 
would no longer acceƎt ¤ohingya 

fleeing qyanŞar. 

qinara was ǧǫ when she left her Ǝarents in qyanŞar and fled to �angladesh with 
her ċrother and his faŞily. Gor ǧǫ days they walŒed through Şountainsȡ riversȡ and 
forests with nothing ċut their clothes on the ċacŒ. sow the siǊ of theŞ live in a 
sŞall ċaŞċoo hut ċuilt ċy a huŞanitarian aid agency.  

�s an unŞarried woŞanȡ qinara is not allowed to leave her hut. Her sisterȹinȹlaw 
carries the heavy ŏugs of water froŞ the Ǝuċlic water ƎuŞƎ to the hut every day. 
¤egularly they get riceȡ lentilsȡ and oil froŞ aid organisations. Her ċrother has a ŏoċ 
with a sŞall aid organiǕation and is aċle to ċuy vegetaċlesȡ fruitȡ and soŞetiŞes 
Şeat with the Şoney he earns. ¹here is no school for her neƎhewȹ he goes to a 
£uranic school nearċy where he gets a religious education. qinaraȪs ċrother is 
looŒing for a husċand for her. ¹he sooner she Şarries the ċetter ċecauseȡ for 
unŞarried young girlsȡ the caŞƎ is not a safe Ǝlace

HOW IS THE LOCAL
CHURCH RESPONDING?

¹here are a few initiatives aŞong local ċelievers and organiǕations to reach out to 
the refugees with aid and the Hood sews.  Howeverȡ Şost of theŞ are deƎending 
on foreign funding. ¬oŞe local sH~ eŞƎloyees are ċelievers who witness in word 
and deed.

01 BASIC FOOD SUPPLIES  qany refugees ċrought little with theŞ and are 
deƎendent on aid for shelterȡ ċasic food suƎƎliesȡ clothingȡ and healthcare. 

02 DISEASE OUTBREAK  Tllnesses sƎread easily ȶ conditions in the caŞƎs are 
woefully inadeƐuate and unhealthy. �ny disease outċreaŒ has the Ǝotential to 
affect thousands.  

03 MONSOON RAINS  Each year the Rohingya battle to survive seasonal 
Şonsoon rains and the continuing threat of cyclones. ¹hey face floodingȡ landslidesȡ 
and daŞage or collaƎse of their shelters

04 NO FORMAL EDUCATION FACILITIES  ¹here are no forŞal education facilities 
in the caŞƎs. ¤efugees can only access religious schools and ċasic learning 
centres.

05 REPATRIATION  qost ƎeoƎle desire to one day return to their hoŞeland. ¹hey 
will not volunteer for reƎatriation unless they are offered citiǕenshiƎ and official 
recognition of their ethnicity

06 TENSIONS WITH LOCAL COMMUNITIES  gocal ƎeoƎle are outnuŞċered ċy the 
refugeesȡ leaving Şany feeling unsafe and fearful of the ¤ohingya. ¹here is 
increased coŞƎetition for the scarce resources in the region and tensions with the 
local coŞŞunity.

HOW CAN WE PRAY?
ȟ ¹hat one day soonȡ in the Şidst of the 
Ǝain and sufferingȡ the ¤ohingya will ċe 
Ɂno longer strangers and foreignersȡ ċut 
fellow citiǕens aŞong the holy ones in 
the household of Hodɂ ȳ/Ǝh ǨȠǧǯȴ.

ȟ Gor wisdoŞ and coŞƎassion for the 
�angladesh governŞent handling the 
¤ohingya crisis. ¡ray that Hod will ċless 
this country for giving theŞ refuge.

ȟ ¹he authorities will allow education for 
children and youthȡ so they have hoƎe 
and oƎƎortunities.

ȟ ¹hat Hod softens the heart of the 
qyanŞar governŞent to give citiǕenshiƎ 
rights to the ¤ohingya.

ȟ �gainst corruƎtionȡ huŞan trafficŒingȡ 
Ǝrostitution and those taŒing advantage 
of refugees. 

ȟ ¹hat Hod Ǝrotects theŞ froŞ natural 
disasters and disease outċreaŒs.

ȟ ¹hat the tension ċetween the local 
coŞŞunity and the refugees will ease 
and the two coŞŞunities ċuild ċridges 
for integration.
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